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OTHER ELEMENTS OF OUTSIDE PLANT

Methodology for the assessment of the environmental impact of information and

communication technology goods, networks and services

I .<Overview>

This Recommendation aims to provide a methodology for evaluating the environmental
impact of ICTs objectively and transparently, and is based upon the life cycle
assessment (LCA) methodology standardized in [ISO 14040] and [ISO 14044].

This Recommendation can be read by anyone aiming for a better understanding of the
specific conditions and requirements applicable to the LCA of ICT goods, networks and
services (GNS). However, the Recommendation is especially intended for LCA
practitioners with a prior knowledge of LCA standards, i.e., [ISO 14040] and
[1ISO14044].

The purpose of this Recommendation is to:

—provide ICT-specific requirements, in addition to those of [ISO 14040] and [ISO
14044], to ensure a minimum quality of LCA studies of ICT GNS;

—ensure the credibility of LCAs of ICT GNS;

—increase the transparency and facilitate the interpretation of LCA studies of ICT
GNS;

—facilitate the communication of LCA studies of ICT GNS; and

—provide a methodology for telecommunication operators and service providers to

assess the environmental load of one or more services carried by their ICT networks.
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I. <References>
1. Relation with international standards

This Recommendation is based upon the life cycle assessment (LCA) methodology

standardized in [ISO 14040] and [ISO 14044].

2. Departures with international standards

2.1 Selection of optional items

None

2.2 Definition of national matter items

None

2.3 Others

(1) For the ITU-T recommendation 1.1410, this standard are additionally the following
items. We have appended the description of the article from JIS14040 enclosed as
follows within the “5.1General description of an LCA for ICT goods, networks and

services( p.5.)

There is no single solution as to how LCA can best be applied within the
decision—making context.Each organization has to solve and decide that case by case
depending (amongst others) on the size and culture of the organization, its products,
the strategy, the internal systems, tools and procedures and the external drivers.
LCA may be used for a broad spectrum of applications. The individual use, adaptation
and practice of LCA for all potential applications are based on this International
Standard and on ISO 14044.

In addition, the LCA technigue with proper justification could be applied in studies that
are not LCA or LCI studies.
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